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The Dutch in the Indian Ocean  a. Hartog was here

1

Dirck Hartogh Dish

1616, the 25th of October 
the ship Eendracht arrived 
here from Amsterdam, the 
senior-merchant Gillis 

NG-NM-825 Rijksmuseum

1600-1616

Metal (tin)

1875

700mm
500mm + 
t 40mm 30mm 365mm

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search/objects?q=NG-NM-825&p=1&ps=12&st=OBJECTS&ii=0#/NG-NM-825,0

The Dutch in the Indian Ocean  b. Batavia

4

Hand-coloured print ca. 1765 by Simon Fokke, 
cameo TBA Rijksmuseum 

van Oudheden Print

693mm 572mm

5

Classic Imperial family cameo
http://www.rmo.nl/collectie/zoeken?object=GS-
11096 GS 11096 Rijksmuseum 

van Oudheden Engraved agate

212mm 297mm

http://www.rmo.nl/collectie/zoeken?object=GS-11096

6

Vanitas Still Life, Stevers 1630-1660

Signature: "Stevers"

SK-A-2358 Rijksmuseum

1630-1660

Oil on canvas

 May 1908 450mm 520mm 70mm

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search/objects?q=SK-A-2358&p=1&ps=12&st=OBJECTS&ii=0#/SK-A-2358,0

The Dutch in the Indian Ocean

18

The Y at Amsterdam, with the Frigate 'De Ploeg', 
Ludolf Bakhuysen, 1680 - 1708

Signature: "L. Bakh"

SK-C-91 Rijksmuseum

1680-1708

Oil on canvas On loan from the City of Amsterdam (A. 
van der Hoop Bequest)  30 June 1885 680mm 810mm https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search/objects?q=SK-C-91&p=1&ps=12&st=OBJECTS&ii=0#/SK-C-91,0

19

East Indian Market stall attributed to Albert 
Eckhout 1640-1666 SK-A-4070 Rijksmuseum

1640-1666

Oil on canvas

Gift of E.J. Speelman, London

…; ? collection Joan Huydecoper 
(1599-1661), Amsterdam, c. 
1660;{Coll. cat. shortly to appear, 
see entry for SK-C-1474.} …; ? sale,  January 1962 1170mm 1855mm 40mm https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search/objects?q=SK-A-4070&p=1&ps=12&st=OBJECTS&ii=0#/SK-A-4070,0

20

Cradle, Anonymous, c.1700 BK-1966-48 Rijksmuseum

c. 1700

(Furniture) Wood, ebony and 
ivory

Purchased with the support of the 
Stichting tot Bevordering van de 
Belangen van het Rijksmuseum 1966 890mm 1350mm 630mm https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search/objects?q=BK-1966-48&p=1&ps=12&st=OBJECTS&ii=0#/BK-1966-48,0

21

Spice Box, Anonymous, c.1600 BK-NM-4313 Rijksmuseum

c. 1600

Silver (metal)

1878 176mm 240mm 319gr https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search/objects?q=BK-NM-4313&p=1&ps=12&st=OBJECTS&ii=0#/BK-NM-4313,0

22

View of Batavia

Hendrick Jacobsz. Dubbels
Signature: "Dubbels"

SK-A-2513 Rijksmuseum

1640-1676

Oil on canvas

 November 1910 655mm 840mm https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search/objects?q=SK-A-2513&p=1&ps=12&st=OBJECTS&ii=0#/SK-A-2513,0

23

Saucer
c.1635 - 1645

label: 'A.J. Spijer & 
Zoon Amsterdam/ 
Antiquaires'

AK-RBK-15794 Rijksmuseum c. 1635 - 
c.1645

porcelain (material) glaze

1946 97mm 479mm 265mm https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search/objects?q=AK-RBK-15794&p=1&ps=12&st=OBJECTS&ii=0#/AK-RBK-15794,0
Ocean of Objects  Goods

29

Parcel-gilded silver pepper pot in the form of a 
statuette of Hercules wrestling with the giant 
Antae. c. 400

BEP 1994,0408.34 British Museum

c 400

Silver gilt

Hoxne, England 1993
Acquired through British Museum 
excavation Excavated as part of the Hoxne Hoard 1994 106mm 145gr http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=1362637&partId=1&searchText=1994,0408.34&page=1

30

Gilded silver plate with low foot-rim and centering 
mark on the underside. ME 1922,0308.1 British Museum 7th - 8th 

Century

Silver, gold

India Purchased from Anonymous 

Purchased in 1922 by the National Art 
Collections Fund on behalf of the British 
Museum 1922 38mm 191mm 541.5gr http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=367362&partId=1&searchText=1922,0308.1&page=1

Ocean of Objects  People

65

Cooking-pot rim sherd; handmade.

Earthenware; brittle black micaceous fabric.
ME 2007,6001.9858 British Museum 7th - 9th 

Century

Ceramic
Made in India
Excavated in Siraf, 
Iran Excavated by David Whitehouse Unknown

Acquired through British Museum 
excavation 210mm 255mm 170mm http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=3077879&partId=1&searchText=2007,6001.9858&page=1

66

Gravestone; rectangular with stepped apex. 

Thuluth Arabic inscription

ME 1840,0302.1 British Museum c 15th 
Century

Marble
Made in India, 
probably acquired in 
Aden

Collected by Messrs Newman, Hunt 
and Christopher c 1840

Donated by Messrs Newman, Hunt and 
Christopher

Only information regarding provenance is a 
shipping label 1840 1170mm 480mm 225mm 159kg http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=215342&partId=1&searchText=1840,0302.1&page=1

67

Circular stamp-seal of glazed white steatite; 
engraved with design showing a bull standing over 
a man. Indus Valley inscription

ME 1883,1116.1 British Museum Steatite

Excavated at Babylon 1883
Acquired through British Museum 
excavation 1883 8mm 25mm 8gr http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=805338&partId=1&searchText=1883,1116.1&page=1

68

Stamp-seal. Carved with a standing bull. Five character Indus Valley 
inscription

Asia 1947,0416.1 British Museum 2600 BC - 
1900 BC

Stone (Steatite)
Made in Pakistan, 
Acquired at Mohenjo-
daro

Donated by Director-General of 
Archaeology, India 1947 37mm 37mm 15mm http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=224176&partId=1&searchText=1947,0416.1&page=1

69

Seal. Matrix of East India Company. Made of silver. Asia 1970,0309.1 British Museum

1766-1767

Silver

Made in India Donated by Mrs Estelle W Fuller 1970 66mm http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=246722&partId=1&searchText=1970,0309.1&page=1
Ocean of Objects  Ideas

74

Sculpted sandstone slab depicting Matsya. Asia 1872,0701.50 British Museum 9th Century - 
10th Century

Sandstone Made and acquired in 
Central India Major General Charles Stuart 1777-1828

Mrs Edgar Baker, Miss Fanny Bridge, Mrs 
John Bridge

Collection of Major General Charles Stuart 
sold at auction in London. Purchased by 
John Bridge at the Stuart sale at Christie's 
in June, 1830. The collection was given to 1872 1350mm 812mm 280mm http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=251396&partId=1&searchText=1872,0701.50&page=1

75

Śiva Natarāja ('Lord of Cosmic Dance'). Dancing 
four-armed figure of Śiva. Asia 1969,1216.1 British Museum

c 800-940

Metal (Bronze) Made in Tamil Nadu, 
India Purchased from Spink & Son Ltd 1969 335mm 215mm 100mm http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=223693&partId=1&searchText=1969,1216.1&page=1

76

Christian plaque. Made of carved ivory. Asia 1959,0721.1 British Museum 17th Century
(early)

Ivory Made in Potuguese 
India (Goa)

Purchased from Brooke Sewell 
Permanent Fund 1959 130mm 98mm 9mm http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=223947&partId=1&searchText=1959,0721.1&page=1

77

Screen (in 2 parts, with paintings) made of spathe 
(areca).

Asia 
As1887,1015.153 British Museum Wood (Areca palm spathe)

Nicobar Islands Donated by Edward Horace Man 1887 922mm 957mm 30mm 2kg http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=570730&partId=1&searchText=AS1887,1015.153&page=1

87

Marble relief showing a man, perhaps an African, 
sailing a corbita (a small coastal vessel). GR 1850,0304.32 British Museum

c. 200

Stone
Produced in Africa 
Proconsularis
Excavated in Carthage Excavated by Sir Thomas Reade Donated by John Doubleday 1850 229mm http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=399722&partId=1&searchText=1850,0304.32&page=1

88

Astrolabe (alidade missing). Made of brass. ME OA+.1733 British Museum Metal (brass)

156mm http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=215098&partId=1&searchText=OA+1733&page=1

89

Fired clay model boat; handmade ME 1929,1017.722 British Museum

2500 BC

Clay Excavated in Royal 
Cemetery, South Iraq

Division of Finds: Department of 
Antiquities of Iraq
Excavated by Sir Leonard Woolley 1928-1929

Objects alloted to  the British Museum 
from Ur excavations, season 1928-1929 1929 42mm 96mm 51mm http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=388990&partId=1&searchText=1929,1017.722&page=1

90

Model, sailing boat made of wood. Asia As1933,1110.1 British Museum Wood
Found/Acquired Sri 
Lanka
Found/Acquired India Donated by Royal Artillery Institute

Transferred from the Royal Artillery 
Institute in 1933. The archives of the RAI 
were destroyed by German bombing in 
1940. No information for this object's 1933 100mm 407mm 359mm 563gr http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=559507&partId=1&searchText=As1933,1110.1&page=1

91

Boat (model; Masulah) in broad bluff shape with 
flattened bottom. Hull formed by lengths of wood 
sewn together from gunwale to gunwale and 
painted red. At one end, Union Jack flag flying; at 

Asia As.5869.a
Asia As.5869.b-k British Museum

19th Century

Wood, textile Made and acquired in 
Chennai Exchanged with: Royal United Service Institute (United ServicDonated by T E J  Boileau Register comment: 'Madras. Model of a 'Ma 1849 210mm 640mm 260mm 1.3kg http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=573564&partId=1&searchText=gunwale&page=1

Treasures from the Sea

102

Cowrie shell amulet. BEP 1879,0524.137 British Museum

7th Century

Shell
Excavated Breach 
Down Cemetry, Kent, 
United Kingdom

Collected by Albert Denison, 1st 
baron Londesborough 1841-1844 Purchased through Rollin & Feuardent 1879 77mm http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=88563&partId=1&searchText=1879,0524.137&page=1

103

Tridacna squamosa shell carved with a human 
head on the apex and two incised winged sphinxes. GR 1852,0112.3   British Museum 700 BC - 

650 BC

Tridacna shell

Place of creation 
unclear, possibly 
Levant or Italy or 
Egypt. Purchased from Dr Emil Braun 1852 137mm 217mm http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=400519&partId=1&searchText=1852,0112.3%25u00a0%25u00a0&page=

104

Mother of Pearl snuff box c.1660-1700. 
Signature: C. bellekin. f. BK-NM-13008 Rijksmuseum c.1660 - 

c.1700

Mother of pearl, silver

Amsterdam
On loan from the Koninklijk 
Oudheidkundig Genootschap 1922 34mm 77mm 83mm https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search/objects?q=BK-NM-13008&p=1&ps=12&st=OBJECTS&ii=0#/BK-NM-13008,0

Object Information Object Dimensions (mm) web address




