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Attention editor/chief of staff     12 May 2025 

 
New exhibition at Museum of the Goldfields honours the strength 

of Aboriginal languages 
 
A new exhibition opening at the Museum of the Goldfields explores the deep relationship 
between Aboriginal languages, identity and Country through sound, image and storytelling. 
 
Belong: Language connecting feeling, culture, country is a free exhibition by photographic 
artist Martine Perret and audio visual/music composer Jonathan Mustard, developed through 
collaboration and consultation with Aboriginal Elders from the Goldfields.  
 
Through three immersive installations, the exhibition shares the enduring strength of 
Aboriginal languages, and of the people who keep them alive. 
 
Artist Martine Perret said the exhibition highlights how language is intrinsically tied to culture, 
identity and wellbeing, and why the care of endangered languages matters so deeply. 
 
“When a language is lost, it’s not just words that disappear. It’s knowledge, connection, 
memory and meaning. Language carries a community’s way of seeing the world. That’s why 
it’s so important to listen, to record and to protect what remains. Every speaker, every story, 
helps us keep that knowledge alive.” 
 
Across the exhibition, visitors will encounter Ngala Wongga, (Come Talk), cultural significance 
of languages in the Goldfields– a sensorial installation featuring the voices of some of the last 
speakers of several Goldfields languages; Juruyinku Kujuyinkuya (Connection in Tjupan) – a 
large-scale painting and sound work based in Tjupan language; and Transference – a new 
work reflecting on intergenerational knowledge and the way memory lives in land and people. 
 
Museum of the Goldfields Regional Manager Kirsty Brooks said Belong: Language 
connecting feeling, culture, country offers visitors an experience that is both personal and 
immersive, encouraging deeper engagement with language and culture. 
 
“This is an exhibition that stays with you. You don’t need to understand the words to feel the 
weight of what’s being shared, because language lives in gesture, sound and presence. It’s 
a reminder that these languages are still lived – not lost.” 
 
Belong: Language connecting feeling, culture, country will run from Saturday 17 May – 
Sunday 31 August. 
 
For further information, please visit https://visit.museum.wa.gov.au/goldfields/belong-
language-connecting-feeling-culture-country 
 

 
High resolution images available via DropBox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/f4z3fx2tlltzz2u88xdq5/AMM-
34DN4oOiZei1r5KwrgQ?rlkey=lhq3tlztn7vmvklx0x4m31776&st=ya07474e&dl=0 
 

https://visit.museum.wa.gov.au/goldfields/belong-language-connecting-feeling-culture-country
https://visit.museum.wa.gov.au/goldfields/belong-language-connecting-feeling-culture-country
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/f4z3fx2tlltzz2u88xdq5/AMM-34DN4oOiZei1r5KwrgQ?rlkey=lhq3tlztn7vmvklx0x4m31776&st=ya07474e&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/f4z3fx2tlltzz2u88xdq5/AMM-34DN4oOiZei1r5KwrgQ?rlkey=lhq3tlztn7vmvklx0x4m31776&st=ya07474e&dl=0
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Interviews available on request –  
Artist Martine Perret; Regional Manager Kirsty Brooks 

 

 
Venue: Museum of the Goldfields 

17 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie, WA, 6430 
 

Further information: phone 9021 8533 or visit here. 
 

 
IN THIS EXHIBITION 
 

• Ngala Wongga (Come Talk) cultural significance of languages in the Goldfields – 
Hear stories and songs from some of the last remaining speakers of over nine different 
languages from the Goldfields of Western Australia. Learn of their connection to land 
and culture in this sensorial installation – see floating layers of tulle fabric projecting 
exquisite video and rare audio of Aboriginal Elders sharing stories and songs. 
 

• Juruyinku Kujuyinkuya (Connection in Tjupan) – Step into a sensory space as 
Elder, Edie Ulrich combines traditional painting and sound. Become immersed in 
expressions of the language of emotion in Tjupan language. 

 

• Transference – Explore intergenerational sharing of stories, knowledge and culture. 
Part of the artist's continuing collaboration and consultation with indigenous elders 
from the goldfields, Perret investigates the universal idea that everything is connected, 
and how the memory of the land intrinsically passes through and between us. 

 
ABOUT MARTINE PERRET 
 
Martine Perret is a photographic artist who was born in Paris, and now works and lives in 
Margaret River, Western Australia. Known for her startlingly beautiful portrayal of the Western 
Australian landscape, she uses aerial photography and portraiture to tell important stories of 
our times. 
 
Martine’s approach to her artistic work is based on a career in photojournalism, including ten 
years covering United Nations peacekeeping missions in conflict zones in South Sudan, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Burundi and Timor-Leste. During her time in West Africa, 
Martine documented the Ebola crisis. 
 
Her recent projects Ngala Wongga (Come Talk) – Cultural Significance of Languages in the 
Goldfields and Belong – Language connecting feeling, culture, country highlight the 
importance of First Nations' languages and exemplify Martine’s approach to storytelling. 
 
Martine’s immersive gallery installations feature her signature aerial landscapes, portraits and 
soundscapes. 
 

 
Media Contact:  
Jasmine Eales  
Media and Publicity Officer  
E: media@museum.gov.au P: 0422 958 095  
 

@museumofthegoldfields  @wamuseum 

 

Image Caption 

http://museum.wa.gov.au/whats-on/school-holidays/Museum-of-the-goldfields
https://lgcwa.sharepoint.com/sites/WAMCommunications/Shared%20Documents/General/13.%20TEMPLATES/01.%20MEDIA%20TEMPLATES/01.%20MEDIA%20RELEASE%20TEMPLATES/media@museum.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/MuseumoftheGoldfields/
https://instagram.com/wamuseum/
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Martine Perret.Photo by David 
Dare Parker 

 

Edie Ulrich uses the Milbindi to 
tell her story in sand. Edie 
Ulrich is Tjupan speaker living 
in Kalgoorlie, Western 
Australia. Photo by Martine 
Perret 

 

Aerial view above the Western 
Australian Goldfields salt lakes 
as part of an on-going project 
documenting both the 
landscape and the regions 
inhabitants. Photo by Martine 
Perret 

 

Belong featuring Ngala 
Wongga aerials during a 
previous exhibition at WA 
Museum Boola Bardip. Photo 
by Martine Perret. 

 


